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of appearing there unexpectedly, and, as a natural
result of the presence of the rulers of Europe, the Danish
capital became a centre of diplomatic activity at such
times, affording the foreign ministers accredited there
a particularly favourable opportunity to be in evidence,
Two of my predecessors, Baron Mohrenheim and Count
Benckendorff, had been promoted from Copenhagen to
embassies of the first rank; a third, Count Mouravieff,
a man of the most mediocre capacities, having succeeded
in making himself personally agreeable to Emperor
Nicholas, had left Copenhagen to become Minister of
Foreign Affairs.
After the death of the Emperor Alexander III., and,
still more, of Queen Louise, who was called " the
mother-in-law of Europe," Copenhagen had suffered
somewhat in importance, but it was nevertheless a good
point of observation and, from time to time, although
at less frequent intervals, a visit from one or another of
the royal relatives gave it again the prestige of former
days. As will appear later in these memoirs, it was in
the course of one of King Edward's sojourns that I had
the opportunity, during long interviews with him, to
establish the bases of the agreement concluded in 1907
between Russia and England, which exerted so great
an influence on the sequence of events in Europe.
Personally, however, I had had every reason to
consider my appointment to Copenhagen as in the nature
of a disfavour, because, while I was at Tokio, I had been
resolutely opposed to the u strong " policy adopted by
Russia toward Japan and inspired by an irresponsible
coterie which had gained great influence over the
Emperor. Without going at length into a relation of
tKe events which led to the Russo-Japanese War, it will
suffice for the moment to say that, in my capacity as